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YOU ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN MY RESEARCH STUDY ON SENSORY SENSITIVITIES IN GIFTED CHILDREN – 6 to 11 YEARS
Who am I?

My name is Prue Wright and I am a Master of Clinical Psychology student at the University of Western Sydney under the supervision of Child Psychologist/ Senior Lecturer, Mr Tim Hannan.  

As a past primary school teacher and soon to be Clinical Psychologist, I have a passion for finding out about different aspects of children’s learning and behavioural/emotional responses. 

I am looking for parents/caregivers of ANY identified gifted children, 6 to 11 years, male or female, who would like to participate in a study to determine whether certain populations of children are more prone to tactile, auditory and visual sensitivities and, if so, whether they show specific behavioural and emotional responses.  Identified gifted children, according to research, are those whose IQ, assessed through cognitive assessment,  is 130 +.  Your child is NOT DIRECTLY involved but you will be giving information about him/her.  If you can help and are interested, please read on:

About my study

Research suggests that some children can overreact to touch, lights or noises.   They also dislike the feel of certain textures, cannot tolerate certain music or other sounds or are bothered by bright lights.  Parents/caregivers are often at a loss to understand the reasons for these overreactions, which may account for some behavioural/emotional responses and educational outcomes. 

What it involves

Parent/caregivers sign a consent form and complete a general information survey and two questionnaires, which will take approximately 15-20 mins.  Please be assured that all measures are de-identified and no names will appear on them.   They will, however, have a corresponding symbol which is for data entry purposes only.  Once data has been entered, all measures will be destroyed.

Benefits

There is no cost (other than your time) to participate in this study but the Association for Gifted and Talented Children Inc will receive a summary of the results for inclusion on their website at the conclusion of the study.   In addition, your participation will add greatly to the current ‘sensory sensitivities’ research and its practical applications and interventions in clinical and educational situations.

My contact details

If you would like to be a participant, please contact the researcher, Prue Wright, direct on 0414 691 227 or 16949528@student.uws.edu.au . We can then arrange to have the package containing the Consent form, Information Sheet, General Information survey, two questionnaires and return stamped addressed envelope mailed or delivered to you.  

Should you not wish to participate, please be assured that it will not affect you or your child’s involvement in the NSWAGTC.  I thank you for the time in reading it and, if you would like more information, please call the researcher, Prue Wright.

Approval

The Human Research Ethics Committee at the University of Western Sydney has approved this study.

